Sociology and cultural anthropology provide the critical perspective needed for studying the social and cultural arrangements in which people live, for understanding how societies function, for investigating the conditions under which people change their institutions, and for describing the modes and conditions of cooperation that make social life possible.
Students may request admission to such a combined major via the Combined Major Approval form (https://registrar.northeastern.edu/ article/combined-majors), which requires approval by both disciplines/ colleges together with an approved curriculum. For additional information on preapproved template programs, see "Student-Requested Combined Major (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/undergraduate/academicpolicies-procedures/degrees-majors-minors/#stu-req)." For template program requirements, visit the myNortheastern web portal (http:// www.myneu.neu.edu), click on the "Self-Service" tab, then on "My Degree Audit."
PlusOne Program (MA) in Sociology
Sociology majors at the end of their sophomore year or the beginning of their junior year may qualify for application to the PlusOne program that combines the BA with the master's degree in sociology. Students interested in this option should consult with the departmental advisor by the end of the sophomore year.
Programs Bachelor of Arts (BA)
• Sociology (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/undergraduate/socialsciences-humanities/sociology-anthropology/sociology-ba)
• Cultural Anthropology (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/ undergraduate/social-sciences-humanities/sociology-anthropology/ cultural-anthropology-ba)
• Sociology and Cultural Anthropology (http:// catalog.northeastern.edu/undergraduate/social-scienceshumanities/sociology-anthropology/sociology-cultural-anthropologyba)
• Communication Studies and Sociology (http:// catalog.northeastern.edu/undergraduate/arts-media-design/ communication-studies/communication-studies-sociology-ba)
• Cultural Anthropology and Theatre (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/ undergraduate/social-sciences-humanities/sociology-anthropology/ cultural-anthropology-theatre-ba)
• English and Cultural Anthropology (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/ undergraduate/social-sciences-humanities/english/english-culturalanthropology-ba)
• History and Cultural Anthropology (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/ undergraduate/social-sciences-humanities/history/history-culturalanthropology-ba)
• Human Services and Sociology (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/ undergraduate/social-sciences-humanities/human-services/humanservices-sociology-ba)
• International Affairs and Cultural Anthropology (http:// catalog.northeastern.edu/undergraduate/social-scienceshumanities/international-affairs/cultural-anthropology-ba)
• Media and Screen Studies and Sociology (http:// catalog.northeastern.edu/undergraduate/arts-media-design/ communication-studies/media-screen-studies-sociology-ba)
• Sociology and Environmental Studies (http:// catalog.northeastern.edu/undergraduate/social-scienceshumanities/sociology-anthropology/sociology-environmental-studiesba)
• Sociology and International Affairs (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/ undergraduate/social-sciences-humanities/sociology-anthropology/ sociology-international-affairs-ba)
• Sociology and Political Science (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/ undergraduate/social-sciences-humanities/sociology-anthropology/ sociology-political-science-ba)
Bachelor of Science (BS)
• Sociology (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/undergraduate/socialsciences-humanities/sociology-anthropology/sociology-bs)
• Cultural Anthropology (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/ undergraduate/social-sciences-humanities/sociology-anthropology/ cultural-anthropology-bs)
• Sociology and Cultural Anthropology (http:// catalog.northeastern.edu/undergraduate/social-scienceshumanities/sociology-anthropology/sociology-cultural-anthropologybs)
• Criminal Justice and Sociology (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/ undergraduate/social-sciences-humanities/criminology-criminaljustice/criminal-justice-sociology-bs)
• Computer Science and Sociology (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/ undergraduate/computer-information-science/computer-informationscience-combined-majors/computer-science-sociology-bs)
• Health Science and Sociology (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/ undergraduate/health-sciences/health-sciences/health-sciencesociology-bs)
• Designed as a specialized themes course for students with prior experience in anthropology and/or sociology. Offers unique opportunities -visiting guests, special thematic interests-which are not part of the regular curriculum. May be repeated without limit.
ANTH 4600. Senior Seminar. 4 Hours. Designed to deal with anthropological theory and work with students who are asked to apply these theories to some of their own work. Content may vary.
ANTH 4970. Junior/Senior Honors Project 1. 4 Hours.
Focuses on in-depth project in which a student conducts research or produces a product related to the student's major field. Combined with Junior/Senior Project 2 or college-defined equivalent for 8-credit honors project. May be repeated without limit.
ANTH 4971. Junior/Senior Honors Project 2. 4 Hours.
Focuses on second semester of in-depth project in which a student conducts research or produces a product related to the student's major field. May be repeated without limit.
ANTH 4990. Elective. 1-4 Hours. Offers elective credit for courses taken at other academic institutions. May be repeated without limit.
ANTH 4992. Directed Study. 1-4 Hours.
Offers independent work under the direction of members of the department on a chosen topic. Course content depends on instructor. May be repeated without limit.
ANTH 5400. Cities in Global Context. 4 Hours.
Examines the roots of the urbanization process, major ways of thinking about it, and the development of world cities and megacities. The 21st century will be a century in which urbanism is a central problem and opportunity. Considers the economic, political, cultural, and environmental dimensions of urbanism across the globe. Includes specific case studies from around the world. Encourages students to develop a knowledge of particular cities in order to examine the key themes of the course. INTL 5400, ANTH 5400, and SOCL 5400 are crosslisted.
Sociology Courses
Search SOCL Courses using FocusSearch (http:// catalog.northeastern.edu/class-search/?subject=SOCL) SOCL 1000. Sociology at Northeastern. 1 Hour.
Intended for first-year students in the College of Social Sciences and Humanities. Introduces students to liberal arts; familiarizes them with their major; develops the academic skills necessary to succeed (analytical ability and critical thinking); provides grounding in the culture and values of the University community; and helps to develop interpersonal skills-in short, familiarizes students with all skills needed to become a successful university student.
SOCL 1101. Introduction to Sociology. 4 Hours.
Explores basic concepts and theories concerning the relation between individuals and society. Emphasizes the influence of culture, social structure, and institutions in explaining human activity. Discusses and analyzes social groups, socialization, community, class, power, and social change, among other substantive issues.
SOCL 1120. Society and Health. 4 Hours.
Applies social scientific perspectives to the study of health, illness, and healthcare. Explores the ways that societal factors such as race, class, and gender interplay with health, healthcare, and health disparities. Studies neighborhoods and social networks in relation to health. Introduces basic sociological concepts relevant for the study of health and healthcare, such as social construction and medicalization. Offers students an opportunity to develop critical assessment skills while exploring a range of explanations for why, despite having the most expensive healthcare system, the United States ranks comparatively low in life expectancy and health and well-being outcomes. Uses lectures, case-based learning, and small-group workshops to explore the ways that our social environment shapes health in contemporary U.S. society. PHTH 1120 and SOCL 1120 are cross-listed. Offers students an opportunity to obtain knowledge and skills essential for understanding the theory and practice of social statistics commonly used in social research. Topics covered include the operationalization of abstract concepts; descriptive statistics; correlation; bivariate regression; central limit theorem; confidence intervals; hypothesis testing; and key concepts such as association, causation, and spurious relationships. Statistical software is used to complete assignments.
SOCL 2321. Research Methods in Sociology. 4 Hours.
Introduces students to the range of research methods used by sociologists. Covers experimental research, field research, survey research, and historical-comparative research. Sampling, the rules of evidence in empirical research, research ethics, and the place of values are discussed. Required for sociology majors.
SOCL 2358. Current Issues in Cities and Suburbs. 4 Hours.
Introduces students to pressing urban issues: urban sprawl, poverty, education, transportation, economic development, and housing, through an intensive analysis of the Boston metropolitan area. The course is cotaught by university faculty and practitioners in government, community, and nonprofit organizations throughout the metropolitan area.
Offers students the opportunity to analyze Boston data, go on outings to see development in progress, talk with urban practitioners about what they do, and conduct research on an urban issue of their choice.
SOCL 2359. Current Issues in Cities and Suburbs Abroad. 4 Hours.
Introduces students to pressing urban issues-urban sprawl, poverty, education, transportation, economic development, and housing-through an intensive analysis of the metropolitan area. Taught by university faculty and local practitioners in government, community, and nonprofit organizations.
Offers students an opportunity to analyze urban data, to go on outings to see development in progress, and to talk with urban practitioners about what they do in urban contexts outside of the United States. To be taken as part of a Dialogue of Civilizations. May be repeated without limit.
SOCL 2450. Class, Power, and Social Change. 4 Hours. Focuses on theories of social inequality as applied to the exercise of power and large-scale social change. Examines contemporary events in order to understand power structures.
SOCL 2990. Elective. 1-4 Hours. Offers elective credit for courses taken at other academic institutions. May be repeated without limit.
SOCL 3100. Gender, Social Justice, and Transnational Activism. 4 Hours. Introduces key issues, themes, and debates in feminist transnational theory, practice, and activism in contemporary contexts and how it has changed under socioeconomic, political, and cultural processes of globalization. Examines differences among women relating to race, class, sexuality, national identity, and political economy in reckoning with possibilities for sustainable social justice. Students interrogate the relationship between the local and global; the production of knowledge in different regional spaces; the pragmatics of political mobilization; the varying contours of "social justice"; and other key issues. Offers students an opportunity to discuss the impact of globalization, neoliberalism, and state and intimate violence on gendered politics and relations and to contend with the politics of difference, to debate its challenges, and to imagine possible futures for transnational gender justice. POLS 3100, SOCL 3100, and WMNS 3100 are cross-listed.
SOCL 3408. Sociology of Organizations. 4 Hours.
Examines sociological perspectives on the structures and processes of large-scale formal organizations in Western society and contemporary organizational theory and research, with illustrations from business, governmental, and other organizations.
SOCL 3414. The Sociology of Campus Life. 4 Hours.
Focuses on campus life through the lens of classic sociological concerns of race, class, and gender. Offers students an opportunity to address core contemporary issues in higher education; to develop an understanding of campus life from the perspective of learning that occurs both inside and outside the classroom; and to assess how that learning impacts their views of themselves and their larger context. Also offers students an opportunity to develop an understanding of student commitment to issues of social change and social justice. HUSV 3414 and SOCL 3414 are cross-listed.
SOCL 3440. Sociology of Human Service Organizations. 4 Hours.
Introduces selected theoretical perspectives on human service organizations, emphasizing defining organizational goals and effectiveness. Gives students the opportunity to become familiar with the nature of human service organizations, to compare these organizations to business and industrial organizations, to outline specific problems that human service organizations face, and to propose potential solutions.
SOCL 3441. Sociology of Health and Illness. 4 Hours.
Offers a substantial overview of the sociology of health and illness. Medical sociology is an important subfield of sociology with important links to public health, social psychology, psychology, and other medical fields. Emphasizes several critical areas: society and disease; theoretical understandings of health inequalities; medicalization and social control; healthcare professions and professionalization; and the American healthcare system. Offers students an opportunity to obtain analytical frameworks to explore other topics in medical sociology not covered in this course.
SOCL 3465. Globalization and the Evolution of Human Societies. 4 Hours.
Examines current issues of globalization from a sociological viewpoint, emphasizing the forces that create ties between societies and the consequences of these ties. Analyzes the structures of human societies, the ways in which they change over long periods of time, and the consequences of changes for people's actions and beliefs. Stresses the importance of social "environments" in understanding social change and of the process of social adaptation. Uses sociological concepts to analyze current issues of globalization, their origins, and ways of dealing with them. Designed as a specialized themes course for students with experience in sociology and/or anthropology. Takes advantage of unique opportunities -visiting guests, special thematic interests-which are not part of the regular curriculum. May be repeated without limit.
SOCL 4600. Senior Seminar. 4 Hours.
Offers students an opportunity to integrate and apply knowledge of the discipline by building on completed course work and conducting original research on a topic of their choice. Requires students to produce a research paper due at the end of the semester. This seminar operates as an intellectual workshop in which students share the process, as well as the results, of their research with the group. The class comes together to inform, guide, critique, and support one another's research efforts in a collaborative fashion. Students are expected to make constructive comments on the work of others and to freely exchange ideas.
SOCL 4970. Junior/Senior Honors Project 1. 4 Hours.
SOCL 4971. Junior/Senior Honors Project 2. 4 Hours.
Focuses on second semester of in-depth project in which a student conducts research or produces a product related to the student's major field. May be repeated without limit. Examines the roots of the urbanization process, major ways of thinking about it, and the development of world cities and megacities. The twenty-first century will be a century in which urbanism is a central problem and opportunity. Considers the economic, political, cultural, and environmental dimensions of urbanism across the globe. Includes specific case studies from around the world. Encourages students to develop a knowledge of particular cities in order to examine the key themes of the course. INTL 5400, ANTH 5400, and SOCL 5400 are crosslisted.
